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The Ideal Personality of the Da Zhangfu and Its Contemporary Significance:
Toward a Triadic Model of Chinese Personality Thought

Chih-Chun Chiu™

Abstract

The “Great Man” (da zhangfu) represents an important ideal of personhood in
Chinese culture. Existing studies have largely focused on the Mencius or examined
Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist conceptions of personhood separately, with limited
attention to their comparative and integrative significance. Taking the “Great Man” as
its point of departure, this study employs textual analysis, intellectual history, classical
interpretation, comparative analysis, and theoretical construction to examine Confucian
personhood grounded in benevolence and righteousness (renyi), Buddhist personhood
characterized by compassion and wisdom (beizhi), and Daoist personhood rooted in
naturalness (ziran).

The findings indicate that Confucianism establishes the moral foundation of
personhood through benevolence and righteousness; Buddhism deepens its existential
dimension through compassion and wisdom; and Daoism provides spiritual grounding
through naturalness. Despite their different philosophical foundations and paths of self-
cultivation, the three traditions share a concern with the cultivation and fulfillment of
personhood. Accordingly, this study proposes a Triadic Model of Chinese Personhood,
comprising renyi, beizhi, and ziran as three interrelated dimensions of ideal personhood:
moral grounding, existential depth, and spiritual centeredness.

This study argues that the “Great Man” may be understood not only as a Confucian
ideal but also as a theoretical perspective for interpreting a shared archetype of ideal
personhood in Chinese culture. The proposed model provides an analytical framework
for Chinese personhood studies and offers theoretical implications for character
education, life education, leadership ethics, and the contemporary interpretation of

traditional Chinese thought.

Keywords: Da Zhangfu; Confucianism, Buddhism, and Daoism; Triadic Model of
Chinese Personality Thought; Character Education; Leadership Ethics.
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