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EGGr BRSNS P HIBCHIRE I RHTR R - M EI RS HHERR IR S i
{EER PRz DL SR RG Toh e i 2 41 (Standing, 2011) © FEisf@fRes T > ASCESR
RERBIHE B GRS - IFTHRAE R & e - RS sl RES ik
[ R AT AR R AR -

—  BR(CHEMEREAREL

HTEEAS - BTt G RN TE R R R IR T T AR E L R R HE > SlE
GBI P A B 5 R T HAREN » 2R > 5 Pham A — 20 S8 e Ry R &2
HRERDY T e ) AVETERERE AN > KM AT R R R 99 R I B G S
FE © MESTBIBUGHYAEAE - —H T RN ) B AR T T8 ARYEEE ) o ik

Al R EIEZ TS50 B 28R RIS Ry - 37T (R A) e £ RV Es
PR > AR AR RIFE A 2R R IR (% - (Bl 2 BB E VERVERE - Bt g
HER > B ILRB Ao R B TR EICERVAER - ARG AL
[ETREHREZR © ZR0M > A TR0 Ry s BB AR R 1 AR B i A HL T Frr Ve A
0 o ST TR LR - FIAAER SR E 2 BIEAIRIE - 25 —THFTEEHY

88



BIKMEAZE 1 "HEBE,) ? KBS ENRBERN

PG ) WHENAES TR R ETES ST BB L (RIERTATIR Z I AL
SRS (FESHERE -

RIS A ZR I e ERE IR T HAYRAETRE ) - AMER SN P L
AT am - tiEte (EsEiREE) B EhmEATHENNAYIRG] - RIS ER -
ESEN] R R A A RR AR S > A REE TR E LIEROFER - BRIV IE
AT B B PR R SR Z IR 7E - IETTES H R ARRVEE R - [NIE - ASCIEA
PR TR Ry T VEAYER B - T e ELA Ry M R 22 (B B Jg T A Y 2 3
st © 5P R S P SR HIE R > R (= B E R B A I
IR - R IR A O] fERS AM A RIS TR E T ARV SR - T AR
b AYEmAL - R EIPRES T ERTHYISH ~ THEEAR - IR EAlER TR
FOAREACRIE B A e BAGIRRE L T > fERIAIS DU = A HEaTamay iz MEe -
DRI » BRI AR T A 55 BB 2o > MR R THE R L > 2R 1 (e fEHIE
ARE R R AR AR -

[ESREE TR 15 T 1TE) ) BFER  BEIE LA TR E B I
GIE R - Bt SERER R I R —TEAEENTT & (agency) - H:
HzRARE L2 Scott (1985) Frgthiy " HEST ) IS > a8 ARk iRE
FREE 0 EEEAARL P R E SEHR L2 - TR - 5ttt
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Is the Disappearance of Migrant Workers a “Social
Problem”? An Analysis from the Perspective of Labor
Studies

Yun-Hao Chuang®

Abstract

For many years, the issue of undocumented or “missing” migrant workers in Taiwan
has attracted extensive academic debate. Some sociologists have criticized the tendency
to “problematize” migrant worker disappearance, arguing that such framing risks a
“shoot first, draw the target later” logic, reinforces stigmatizing labels, and unfairly
portrays migrant workers as deviant. They instead contend that disappearance should
be understood as workers’ resistance to the “system” or as a rational choice under
structural constraints.

This article seeks to respond to such critiques by examining why migrant worker
disappearance constitutes a contemporary “social problem” from the perspective of
labor studies. It argues that defining disappearance as a social problem is not a
subjective value judgment, but rather a conclusion grounded in several objective
realities. First, once workers become undocumented, they are excluded from legal
protections (such as safeguards against forced labor, slavery, and occupational injuries)
and pushed into a high-risk, invisible labor market, where their basic human rights and
labor rights are severely compromised. Second, the phenomenon of disappearance
exposes fundamental problems within the current employment regime, including heavy
reliance on labor brokers, restrictions on changing employers, and limitations on length
of stay, all of which demand critical reassessment.

This article cautions that an excessive emphasis on workers’ “agency” in disappearing,
while avoiding discussion of its problematic nature, risks obscuring the reality of
structural oppression and undermining the urgency of policy reform. It argues that
disciplinary disputes should be set aside and that the disappearance of migrant workers
should be recognized as a social problem rooted in the dysfunction of transnational
labor markets. Such reframing is necessary to promote fairer mechanisms for labor
mobility and worker retention.
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