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Research on the Impact Mechanism of Cultivating New Drivers of
High-Quality Economic Development on Export Resilience in the

Context of the Digital Economy

Jiaming Lin*, Yuxin Wang™*

Abstract

Against the backdrop of rapid development of the digital economy and a complex
and volatile international trade environment, cultivating new drivers of high-quality
economic development has become a key path to enhance export resilience. Based on
panel data from 29 provinces in China from 2011 to 2020, this paper constructs a
comprehensive evaluation index system for the relationship between new drivers of
high-quality economic development and export resilience from the perspective of the
dual-engine drive of digital industrialization and industrial digitalization. By using
fixed-effects models, 2SLS, and FGLS methods, it empirically examines the impact
mechanism of new drivers on export resilience and explores the moderating roles of
export product competitiveness and export technological complexity. The results show
that: First, new drivers of high-quality economic development significantly enhance
export resilience. This conclusion remains valid after endogeneity and robustness tests.
Second, export product competitiveness not only directly promotes export resilience
but also plays a positive moderating role in the relationship between new drivers and
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export resilience. Third, export technological complexity has a significant moderating
effect on the relationship between new drivers and export resilience, but its role is
complex and needs to be comprehensively considered in conjunction with the
autonomy of the industrial chain. Accordingly, this paper proposes suggestions such as
strengthening the deep integration of digital technology with the real economy,
promoting the transformation of export products towards high competitiveness and high
technological complexity, and improving digital infrastructure and policy support
systems, so as to provide theoretical basis and practical reference for achieving high-
quality development of foreign trade and building a strong trading nation.

Keywords: Digital economy; New drivers of growth; Export resilience; Export
competitiveness; Export technology complexity
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