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A Theoretical Interpretation of the Complexity of
the History of Chinese Literature
Meng-kwen Chen*, Shih-Hsien Chang**

Abstract

Kun-Yang Yan argues that the "original" view of the essence of Chinese
literature and its view of literary history can be reconstructed into a systematic
theory of Chinese literary history through creative interpretation. In 2024, he
revealed the traditional views of the original essence of Chinese literature, such as
"poetry expresses the will," "poetry originates from emotion," "literature clarifies
the Way," and "expressing one's unique spirit," and developed four views of
literary history: origin, positive change, transformation, and generational change.
This paper uses a documentary research method to interpret the history of the
development of Chinese literature from the perspective of the complexity
theory, finding that the emergence of the complexity theory is consistent

with its view of generational change.

*Ajunct Assistant Professor, Dept. of Publc Administration, National Open University,
Ph. D., Dept. of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei University

*% Professor Emeritus, Dept. of Public Administration and Policy, National Taipei University.
The paper was published under two double-blind reviews.

Received: September 1, 2025.  Accepted: November 10, 2025.

62



