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On freedom of speech and protection of right to work:
The boundary of the NCC replacement of licenses

Zhen-Zhu Ke'!!
Abstract

This article discusses the NCC license renewal incident. In 2020, the NCC rejected the license
renewal application of China Television News, which triggered political controversy and debate on
freedom of speech; explored the balance between freedom of speech and the right to work, as well
as the role and influence of the NCC in the review of the license renewal, and emphasized the
importance of protecting freedom of speech in a democratic society.

The literature review includes the Hong Kong government's intervention in the media, which
triggered social movements, reflecting the importance of freedom of speech, and explores the
protection of our country's constitutional system, the central laws and regulations, Cable
Broadcasting and Television Law, and laws protecting the right to work. Although the NCC holds
the authority to renew the license of operators, it cannot abuse its power to affect freedom of speech
and the right to work of employees of related institutions.

This paper discusses the legal theory of administrative law in depth, including due process of
law, principle of trust protection, principle of good faith, principle of equality and principle of
proportionality. The conclusion suggests that democratic countries need to ensure the protection of
freedom of speech and prevent the abuse of administrative power; and it is recommended to amend
the law to enhance the diversity of NCC members and avoid political interference. Special laws

should be implemented to protect the working rights of the mass communication industry.

Keywords: Freedom of speech, protection of work rights, NCC, renewal of licenses, CTi News
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