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On Master Hui-Neng's Educational Method from the ''Sixth
Patriarch Altar Sutra"

C.-J. Liu*®
Abstract
The "Sixth Patriarch Altar Sutra" is said to be a classic collected by his disciple Fahai as

preached by Master Huineng (638-713), the Sixth Patriarch of Zen Buddhism. To understand the
thoughts and remarks of the Sixth Patriarch and Buddhist ideas throughout his life, we must find the
answer in the "Tan Sutra". Master Hui Neng is the sixth generation founder of Zen Buddhism

spreading to the east. He can inherit the mantle of Zen Buddhism and carry forward the Dongshan

Dharma ( K .1j#F® ) because he is illiterate. After getting the Dharma, in Lingnan area of Tang

Dynasty, with lively Buddhist teaching and approachable language, ordinary people could get close to
and spread Buddhism. His Zen thought has been extended to this day and spread widely throughout
East Asia. Looking at the full text of "Altar Sutra", we can find that its content is a classic with
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complete educational methods: according to the professor of the Sixth Patriarch, starting from
people’'s self-mind and self-nature, to enlightenment and finding Buddhist nature. This kind of sudden
teaching method of "seeing nature" can be understood by people with upper roots as soon as they
listen to it; Recognize your original mind and find your Buddha nature. If you are not a superior
person, you have to seek good teachers, or follow the educational methods taught by the Sixth
Patriarch, start from finding your original heart and restoring your own nature, take the middle path,
leam concentration, wisdom and other leaming, and take the three impossibilities as the key points.
Nature returns to "awareness, righteousness, and purity". "Cultivate epiphany suddenly” to achieve
the Buddhist path and realize the Buddhist fruit. After obtaining the Dharma, three subjects and
thirty-six pairs of Dharma were taught to future generations, so that the Zen Buddhism teaching
method could be extended and the Dharma water could flow for a long time.

Keywords: Sixth Patriarch; Altar Sutra; Master Hui Neng; Education Act
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