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The Practice of Contemporary Buddhist Education in Taiwan: A Study Based on
The Lotus Garden Records of the Lotus Buddhist Ashram

Yen-Chun Liu *

Abstract
In postwar Taiwan, Buddhist education transformed from the traditional master—disciple
model toward a modern institutionalized system, evolving from monastery-based and
single-seminary education into a diversified system integrating higher education, social
education, and digital dissemination. Ven. Hiu Wan founded the Lotus Buddhist Ashram
in 1970, guided by “balancing doctrinal study and meditative practice” and “integrating
understanding with cultivation,” opening a new path for Buddhist nuns’ education in
Taiwan.
This study uses Volumes 1-14 of The Lotus Garden Records to examine the Ashram’s
educational practices over four decades. The publication contains essays, reflections,
Chan retreat records, and accounts of international exchanges, offering both
documentation and an insider’s perspective.
The study examines five dimensions: the historical context of the Ashram’s establishment;
doctrinal study and meditative practice through Tiantai contemplation, Chan retreats,
scriptural study, and preaching training; the educational significance of garden philosophy,
the Qingliang Art Exhibition, and mountain life; international conferences and pilgrimage
journeys as learning through participation; and the development of female monastics’
educational agency.
The research finds that the Ashram developed an educational system encompassing
scriptural learning, meditative practice, artistic cultivation, environmental education, and
international engagement. Founded and sustained by female monastics, it played a
pioneering role in Taiwanese Buddhist education. Moreover, The Lotus Garden Records’
transition from administration-led editing to student-led compilation demonstrates
students’ transformation from recipients into active subjects of educational production

and transmission.

Keywords: Lotus Buddhist Ashram; Ven. Hiu Wan; The Lotus Garden Records;
Education of Awakening; Buddhist Education in Taiwan; Tiantai Contemplation
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