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Buddhist Management System and Policies of the Yuan Dynasty

Tzu-Jui Chai’

Abstract

The Yuan Dynasty, ruled by the Mongols, saw its emperors and royal families exhibit a
unique devotion to Buddhism, distinct from the theocratic relationships of previous Chinese
dynasties. The Yuan's unique system of Imperial Preceptors fostered a theocratic system in
Tibet, where the combination of military and civilian control, and the integration of monks
and laypeople, contributed to the stability of the region's political and religious system. The
central system of monastic officials allowed monks to once again wield administrative and
judicial power alongside secular officials, increasing their authority. This system was
influenced by the emperors' devotion to Buddhism and was deliberately promoted by
government policy. The inclusion of Buddhist monastic officials in civil trials further
expanded their secular economic power. Coupled with tax exemptions and incentives for
monastic businesses and religious personnel by the emperors and government, this led to the
decline of national power and various social problems such as economic inequality in the

later Yuan Dynasty.
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