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An Empirical Study on the Amendment Effectiveness of the Crime of Assembly

with Violence or Intimidation: Evidence from Taipei District Court Rulings

Tian-Yu Shiu**

Abstract

Frequent incidents of group brawling have significantly compromised social stability.
In response, Taiwan amended Articles 150 of the Criminal Code (hereinafter referred
to as "the Offenses") in 2020. By expanding the scope of criminal constituents and
imposing stricter penalties, complemented by rigorous law enforcement and media
deterrence, the government sought to curb such crimes and restore public order.
However, statistics from the National Police Agency regarding the year before and after
the amendment reveal a paradox: while the number of referred cases increased, the
indictment rate remained low. Furthermore, a legal schism persists between prosecutors
and the courts regarding the interpretation of "assembly" and "commission of violence
or threats."
This research analyzes the current status of the Offenses by collecting 128 judicial
rulings from the Taipei District Court spanning two stages ( January 2020 to May
2023) . Utilizing SPSS software for chi-square independence tests, this study examines
whether incident cause, location, and time of occurrence are associated with conviction
outcomes. Key findings include: (1) the conviction rate rose from 64% in Stage One
to 70.5% in Stage Two, demonstrating a gradual improvement in amendment
effectiveness; (2) none of the three independent variables showed a statistically
significant association with conviction outcomes ( p>0.05 ) , indicating that conviction
hinges on whether the statutory elements are met, not on external case characteristics;

(3) the Supreme Court ruling No. 6191 (2021) served as a pivotal turning point,
clarifying that spontaneous assemblies may still constitute the offense. Based on these
findings, this paper proposes concrete recommendations to legislative, judicial, and
police authorities to harmonize interpretive standards and strengthen enforcement of

the offense.

Keywords: Disorder offenses, Crime of Assembly with Violence or Intimidation,

Amendment Effectiveness, Empirical Research, Chi-square Test
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