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The Jixia Masters and Concern for the People: The Public Spirit of Warring

States Scholars and Its Contemporary Transformation

Chih-Chun Chiu"

Abstract

Interstate competition and scholarly mobility during the Warring States period made
knowledge an important resource for governance. Focusing on the Jixia scholars, this
article draws on the Shiji, Zhanguo ce, Mengzi, and Xunzi to examine scholarly
gatherings, intellectual debate, political participation, and the ideas underlying scholars’
evaluations of politics under political patronage. It situates these activities within Qi’s

governance traditions and the Tian Qi rulers’ motivations for supporting scholars.

The analysis shows that political patronage provided resources for scholarly gatherings
and exchange. Relevant figures and texts articulated diverse views on political order,
people’s livelihoods, and the ordering of the realm, seeking to influence politics through
writing, remonstrance, and counsel. In doing so, scholars not only advanced proposals
for governance but also evaluated politics through distinct conceptions of benevolence
and righteousness, ritual propriety, and the Dao and law. Their positions reveal tensions

between political participation and the preservation of independent judgment.

The article develops four interrelated analytical dimensions—scholarly gathering,
intellectual debate, political counsel, and adherence to guiding principles—and
formulates four propositions concerning the public character of knowledge:
heterogeneity, argumentation, practical engagement, and autonomy. The contemporary
relevance of Jixia’s public spirit lies in prompting reflection on how knowledge can
address shared problems and contribute to public affairs, and how independent

judgment can be sustained amid resource dependence and political engagement.

Keywords: Jixia scholars, concern for the people, public spirit, public character of

knowledge; intellectual autonomy
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