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A Responsive Evaluation of the Core Value Policy of Modern National Funeral Rituals:

Literature Reconstruction and Policy Reflection Based on Constructivism
Po-We Chen* , Tzu-Jui Chai**

Abstract

This study conducts a policy reflection on the three core values of the “Modern National
Funeral” initiative—"“funeral autonomy, gender equality, and diversity and respect”—
promoted by Taiwan's Ministry of the Interior, by introducing Guba and Lincoln's theory of
“Fourth Generation Evaluation.” Traditional, positivism-oriented policy evaluations often
degenerate into managerialism driven by quantitative indicators, shielding policymakers from
accountability while ignoring deep-seated construction conflicts among grassroots clans, folk
practitioners, and diverse populations within highly pluralistic mourning contexts. Adopting
a constructivist methodology, this study employs a “Hermeneutic Dialectic Literature
Synthesis,” integrating Michael Quinn Patton’s strategic principles of qualitative inquiry to
systematically screen and analyze core Taiwanese literature concerning funeral regulations,
gendered mourning customs, contemporary thanatology, and the emerging fields of “digital

immortality” and “grief comforting.”

Treating the literature from various schools of thought as the stakeholders’ “secondary
constructions,” this study conducts a virtual negotiation through intertextuality. The findings
reveal that “funeral autonomy” faces intense resistance from the physical sacrificial
constructions of traditional clans regarding pre-mortem wills and digital estate disposal.
Concurrently, “gender equality” involves a fierce struggle between egalitarian advocacy and
traditional defenses of supernatural orders, while “diversity and respect” is constrained by
institutional exclusion, leaving marginalized groups to experience disenfranchised grief and
subsequently fall into self-exploitation within afterlife biopolitics. Finally, based on this
literature reconstruction, this study proposes a “pluralistic interweaving action agenda”—a
localized guide oriented toward authenticity criteria and empowerment—thereby facilitating
the implementation of contemporary funeral policies centered on grief comforting and

sustainable transformation.

Keywords: Fourth Generation Evaluation, Modern National Funerals, Digital Immortality,

Grief Comforting, Funeral Autonomy
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