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From Monetary Transfer to Household Resilience in Migrants’ Places of Origin: A
Capital Conversion Analysis of Cross-Border Remittances by Migrant Workers in

Taiwan in the Context of the New Southbound Policy
Sin-Ling Chen®
Abstract

This article examines cross-border remittances sent by migrant workers in Taiwan in the
context of the New Southbound Policy. Rather than treating remittances merely as wage transfers
or private family arrangements, this study proposes a capital conversion perspective to analyze
how economic capital earned in Taiwan may be transformed into cultural, social, and symbolic
capital within households in migrants’ places of origin. Based on a review of the literature and an
analysis of policy texts, the article examines how remittances may support daily consumption,
children’s education, medical expenses, debt repayment, housing improvement, kinship support,
and family responsibilities. These practices may further contribute to different dimensions of
household resilience, including livelihood resilience, educational resilience, risk resilience,
relational resilience, and responsibility and identity resilience. The article also situates migrant
remittances within broader public affairs concerns, including financial access, formal remittance
channels, fraud prevention measures, and the people-centered orientation of the New Southbound
Policy. The study does not claim that remittances necessarily produce positive outcomes; rather, it
emphasizes that remittance effects are mediated by household decision-making, gender relations,
local conditions, and institutional support. By linking cross-border remittances, capital conversion,
and household resilience in migrants’ places of origin, this article contributes an interdisciplinary

perspective to the study of migrant workers, transnational families, and public policy in Taiwan.

Keywords : cross-border remittances; household resilience; capital conversion; migrant
workers in Taiwan; New Southbound Policy
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