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An Analysis of Taiwan’s Low Marriage Rate from the Perspective of Online Public

Opinion: A KEYPO Big Data Study, 2023-2025

Chia-Hsiang Hsu"

Abstract

This article examines Taiwan’s low marriage rate through the lens of online public
opinion. Rather than treating low fertility solely as a problem of declining willingness to have
children, this study argues that difficulties in marriage formation constitute a key antecedent to
Taiwan’s demographic crisis. Drawing on 2023-2025 KEYPO online public opinion data provided
by the author and official marriage registration statistics from the Ministry of the Interior, the
article analyzes changes in discussion volume, sentiment, keywords, and issue frames. The
findings show that registered marriages declined from 125,192 couples in 2023 to 123,061 in 2024
and 104,376 in 2025, while the crude marriage rate fell from 5.36%o to 4.47%o. Online opinion
data show that marriage-related discussion remained highly visible across the three years, with
161,819 mentions in 2023, 213,622 in 2024, and 197,673 in 2025. Negative sentiment rose
markedly, reaching 115,324 mentions, or 58.34%, in 2025. The analysis suggests that Taiwan’s
low marriage rate is not merely the result of individualism or a rejection of family values. It reflects
the combined effects of economic pressure, housing burdens, gender-role transformation,
perceived marital risks, and changing life values. Policy responses should therefore move beyond
birth incentives or marriage subsidies and focus on broader support for young adults, including
housing affordability, wage security, family-friendly workplaces, care support, and gender

equality.

Keywords: low marriage rate; delayed marriage; non-marriage; KEYPO big data; online public

opinion
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