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A Comparative Study on the Pure Land Thoughts of the Sixth

Patriarch Huineng and Master Yongming Yanshou

C.-J. Liu*
Abstract

The thoughts of Master Huineng, the Sixth Patriarch, can be found in the "Tan
Sutra". From the perspective of "Tan Sutra", its thought of pure land generally inherits
the thought of "Vimalakirti Sutra" and "pure land of heart", and further puts forward
the idea of "pure land of idealism". It is emphasized that the pure mind of self-nature
is what all sentient beings originally possess, and it is only blinded by delusions. If
you can recognize your original mind and find your true nature, you should be able to
find the west of your own nature and realize Bodhi early. Yongming's thought of
prolonging life is "taking the heart as the sect". From this point of view, his thought of
"idealistic pure land" is a further extension of the thought of "taking the heart as the
sect". Master Yongming Yanshou's thought of pure land, although in favor of the
existence of "western pure land", adheres to the standard of Southern Zen and carries
forward the theory of "idealistic pure land". It's just different from the pure land
thought of Huineng, the Sixth Patriarch, Master Yongming Yanshou combined
Huayan Zen thought under the social background at that time, and interpreted Zen
Buddhism with Huayan's perfect teaching theory, and widely photographed Huayan
and Tiantai with "one heart"., and only awareness of the three religions; His idea that
the idealistic pure land is not dual with the western pure land has long been different
from the idealistic pure land of the Sixth Patriarch Huineng. Not only is the coverage
expanded, but its connotation is also different.
Keywords: Sixth Patriarch Huineng, Yongming Yanshou, Pure Land Thought,

Master, Zen
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