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Art Converging with the Way and Cultural Propagation of Dharma: A Study of
Master Hiu Wan's ""Ching Liang Art Exhibition" in Postwar Taiwan

Yen-Chun Liu *

Abstract

This study focuses on the "Ching Liang Art Exhibition" founded by Master Hiu Wan,
exploring the formation of her Buddhist art thought, its exhibitions, and its historical
significance in postwar Taiwan's Buddhist cultural propagation. First, it examines Master
Hiu Wan's artistic education and intellectual origins, explaining that her artistic perspective
was influenced by the Lingnan School's "East-West eclecticism," Indian Ajanta Caves
Buddhist art, and the Chan Buddhist concept of "unity of painting and meditation."
Integrating Tiantai and Avatamsaka teachings, she formed the Buddhist art philosophy of
"Art converging with the Way, and the Way integrating with Art." Second, taking the Ching
Liang Art Exhibition founded in 1974 as the research subject, and through historical
documents, exhibition materials, and related oral accounts, it traces its evolution from a
Buddha's Birthday commemorative exhibition into a cultural exhibition integrating art
education, Buddhist education, and social propagation.

The findings indicate that Master Hiu Wan's Chan paintings developed into teacher-
student collaborative "modern transformation-tableau (bienxiang)" creations. Through
thematic curation, public exhibitions, cross-strait cultural and international exhibition
exchanges, Buddhist scriptures were transformed from textual doctrines into visual
narratives, expanding the modern communication of Buddhist art. Furthermore, the Ching
Liang Art Exhibition also served as a field for "Education of Awakening" and "labor-in-
practice as spiritual cultivation," integrating scriptural study, image conception, artistic
creation, exhibition installation, and guided tours into a model of education and propagation.

This study concludes that the Ching Liang Art Exhibition transformed from an art
exhibition into a Buddhist propagation mechanism combining art, education, culture, and
social edification. Its historical significance lies not only in the modern translation of
Buddhist art forms but also in redefining art's function in Buddhist education and cultural

propagation, forming a vital cultural medium connecting Dharma, education, and society.

Keywords : Master Hiu Wan, Ching Liang Art Exhibition, Buddhist Art, Modern

Transformation-Tableau (Bienxiang), Education of Awakening
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