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The Position and Role of Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism in the Educational
Philosophy of Huafan University: From the Perspective of Venerable Master Hiu

Wan's "Confucian-Buddhist Syncretism"
Yen-chun Liu*

Abstract

Huafan University, Taiwan's first Buddhist-founded university, embodies founder
Venerable Master Hiu Wan's vision of "Confucian-Buddhist Syncretism" in its
"Education of Enlightenment" philosophy. However, existing scholarship has largely
focused on its Buddhist (particularly Tiantai) roots, with little exploration of
Confucianism's role especially whether and how Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism has been
integrated into a modern Buddhist university's educational practice.

This paper clarifies the position and function of Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism within
Huafan University's educational philosophy. Using intellectual history and documentary
analysis of Hiu Wan's writings, speeches, the founding proposal, and curriculum design,
it examines how Zhu Xi's thought was transformed and implemented into the
"Education of Enlightenment."

The findings are threefold. First, Hiu Wan explicitly incorporated Zhu Xi's
Neo-Confucianism into a comparative framework with Buddhism, treating it as a
dialogue partner for Buddhist mind-nature doctrine. Second, the university's motto
"Virtue, Wisdom, Ability, Humanity"—and the "Education of Enlightenment" implicitly
reflect Zhu Xi's "investigation of things and extension of knowledge" and "learning of
virtue formation." Third, the Graduate Institute of Eastern Humanities and Thought's
curriculum and entrance examinations list Zhu Xi's concepts as canonical Confucian
topics, confirming his substantive pedagogical status.

Thus, Zhu Xi's Neo-Confucianism is a stable, identifiable intellectual thread within
Huafan University's Confucian-Buddhist educational vision. This study is the first to
reveal Zhu Xi's specific role in Huafan University's founding philosophy, compensating
for previous research's excessive Buddhist focus and providing a concrete case study of

Confucian-Buddhist interaction in Buddhist-run higher education in Taiwan.

Keywords: Zhu Xi, Huafan University, Venerable Master Hiu Wan,

Confucian-Buddhist Syncretism, Education of Enlightenment
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