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Der Feldweg ist ein Weg, der von der Stadt hinausfiihrt ins Land, vorbei an

Wiesen und Wildern.  ( Heidegger, 1967 )
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Auf dem Feldweg gewinnt der Gang eine eigene Gelassenheit. Es ist nicht das
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EZER - BlEZ S8R 5 H AR LAV E RS - SRR - AL5%FHT
JbatEE Rw il BT E AR - IERFEME A eIt TS EhHIY)
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From the Black Forest to Huafan Mountain: The Cross-Cultural Transformation

and Educational Practice of Venerable Hiu Wan’s Garden Philosophy

Yen-chun Liu *

Abstract

In the winter of 1957, You Yun-shan (later ordained as Venerable Hiu Wan) visited the
German philosopher Martin Heidegger at Todtnauberg in the Black Forest and received a
copy of Der Feldweg (The Country Path). Using intellectual history, textual analysis, and
spatial hermeneutics, this study investigates the formation of Hiu Wan’s Garden Philosophy,
its theoretical foundations, and its educational implementation through the concept of
Garden-Based Environmental Education at Huafan University. It also reinterprets the
significance of her encounter with Heidegger from a cross-cultural perspective.

The study argues that Hiu Wan’s concept of environmental education (jingjiao) had
already emerged by 1953, while her 1957 meeting with Heidegger served as an important
intellectual reference rather than a direct philosophical influence. Integrating the Buddhist
monastic tradition, Chinese landscape culture, Chan aesthetics, and modern educational
thought, she formally proposed Garden Philosophy in 1974. Drawing upon the Lotus Sutra's
metaphor of “Dharma rain nourishing the flowers of humanity,” she further developed the
theory of Renhua (Human Blossom), maintaining that education should cultivate innate
wisdom and Buddhahood through environmental inspiration and holistic personal
development, thereby establishing an educational system centered on self-awakening,
awakening others, and the perfection of enlightened practice.

At Huafan University, these ideas were realized through a mountain campus where
natural landscapes, symbolic spaces, and everyday practices transformed the physical
environment into an educational medium. This study concludes that Hiu Wan’s Garden
Philosophy not only deepens the dialogue between Heidegger’s phenomenological
reflections on nature and Buddhist educational thought but also represents a modern
transformation of Buddhist education, offering an alternative paradigm for contemporary
higher education through place-based learning, environmental pedagogy, and holistic

human development.

Keywords: Venerable Hiu Wan, Garden Philosophy, Garden-Based Environmental
Education, Education of Enlightenment, Martin Heidegger
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