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Zhu Xi's Thought on Governance
Shih-Hsien Chang™

Abstract
This paper, using qualitative research methods, explores how Zhu Xi's Neo-
Confucianism evolved into a concrete logic of governance, the source of its legitimacy,
the norms of power operation, and the influence of his governing thought on later
generations. It examines Zhu Xi's environment, life story, the oppressive and
humiliating political climate of the Southern Song Dynasty, the changing values and
disintegration of social order, the perilous environment and impoverished family
background, the opportunities for educational and cultural revival, and his specific
regional and social life. The conclusion is that Zhu Xi's thought on governance, centered
on Neo-Confucianism, emphasizes transforming Confucian morality and ethics into
political and social order. Governance should not merely be the operation of power, but

rather the realization of "Heavenly Principle."

Keywords: Cultivating sincerity and integrity, virtuous governance, the distinction

between righteousness and profit, boundary laws, academies
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