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The Teaching Journey in Music Appreciation Courses
at Community Colleges
Yu-Heng Chung *
Abstract

On December 26, 1997, Professor Huang Wu-Hsiung of National Taiwan
University, a prominent scholar in educational reform, published an article titled
"Deepening Democracy and Developing a New Culture" in the China Times. He called
on the government to establish community colleges nationwide to cultivate modern
citizens. This article resonated with many scholars and received financial support from
then Taipei Mayor Chen Shui-Bian. Consequently, on September 28, 1998, the
"Wenshan Community College of Taipei City" was officially established at Muzha
Junior High School in Taipei, marking Taiwan's first community college.Subsequently,
with enthusiastic responses from various local governments, community colleges
rapidly emerged across the country within a few years, including Yonghe Community
College, Hsinchu Green Grass Lake Community College, Shilin and Nangang
Community Colleges in Taipei, Yilan Community College, and Tainan Community
College. Including indigenous community colleges, the number reached nearly a
hundred, becoming a remarkable chapter in the history of adult education in the
Republic of China.Personally, I was appointed as a consultant for the Lite-On Cultural
Foundation, responsible for investigating community learning intentions, visiting
neightborhood chiefs in administrative districts, and drafting community college

operation plans according to the bidding projects of the Taipei City Government's
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Department of Education. After passing the review, on June 17, 2001, I was approved
to officially establish the "Xinyi Community College" and was appointed as the
founding executive secretary, responsible for planning and executing all school
operations. Due to the lack of academic courses and my background in writing music
reviews for the "Classical Music Magazine" from its inaugural issue to the 72nd issue,
I was invited to serve as the lecturer for the "Classical Music Appreciation" course
starting in October of the same year, and have been teaching continuously for 23 years.
With long-term dedication to lesson preparation and course management, I aim to share
important insights from theory to practice in this article for reference, guidance, and

encouragement.

* The author is a senior classical music critic and a lecturer at Neihu and Wenshan Community
Colleges in Taipei. He has also been appointed as a music appreciation lecturer for the Civil Service
Development Institute of the Directorate-General of Personnel Administration, Executive Yuan, and the
Taipei City Government Civil Servant Training Center.
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