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The Sun and the North Wind
- The Art of Admonishing Rulers by Zhu Zhi-Wu and Jian Shu

Lan-Shin Wang"

Abstract

This theme draws on the ancient Greek fable “The Sun and the North Wind” from
Aesop's Fables to explore the strategies employed by Zhu Zhi-Wu and Jian Shu in
Zuo Zhuan (The Commentary of Zuo) when advising their rulers during national
crises. It contrasts their differing communication styles and attitudes toward crisis
management.

In “The Sun and the North Wind”, the two characters symbolize distinct
approaches to crisis negotiation. The North Wind represents coercive force and
hardline tactics, while the Sun embodies persuasion and soft strategies. The fable's
core philosophy lies in the idea that cooperation, respect, persuasion, and soft
influence often yield better outcomes in crisis negotiations, whereas coercion and
pressure may lead to greater resistance. The fable also emphasizes the importance of
situational awareness and adaptability, suggesting that successful negotiators should
flexibly adjust their strategies based on the context to achieve mutually beneficial
results.

Zhu Zhi-Wu's approach mirrors the "Sun", emphasizing gentle persuasion and
diplomatic wisdom, with a focus on achieving immediate benefits and compromise. In
contrast, Jian Shu resembles the "North Wind", employing strong moral appeals and
blunt criticism to express profound political concerns. Their differing methods of
advising rulers demonstrate distinct leadership styles and crisis-handling strategies,
offering valuable insights for modern public administration and crisis negotiation

theory.

Keywords: Aesop's Fables, The Sun and the North Wind, Zhu Zhi-Wu, Jian Shu,

crisis negotiation
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