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Whose Thingyan Festival? The performance of authenticity of
Burmese Chinese in Taiwan

Meng-Hsuan Tsai*

Abstract

Zhonghe Huaxin Street, New Taipei City, Taiwan, is not only an ethnic group home
for Burmese Chinese, it is now also a tourist attraction. Under the "tourist gaze"
concept, it presents an interactive relationship of "seeing and being seen". The
"authenticity" of Burmese Chinese that the performance is displayed in everyday life
and has become a symbol experienced and collected in the process of "tourist gaze".
This article is collated through depth interview, Burmese Chinese, which have Chinese
identity, by organizing the Thingyan Festival, on the one hand, Burmese Chinese are
aiming to reverse the negative stereotypes, and on the other hand, they are intended
to preserve the authenticity of Burmese Chinese and separate it from the culture of
Taiwanese society. After the intervention of public sector forces, it is actively and
passively "legally represent" cultural celebrations with Burma characteristics. The
presentation of its authenticity is not only a symbolic meaning of identification of
Burmese Chinese, but also a performance that has a symbolic meaning of "tourist

gaze", and then becomes New Taipei City Government’s annual fixed cultural activity.

Key Words: tourist gaze, authenticity, Burmese street, Burmese Chinese, Thingyan
Festival
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